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Old Fokkers 
Old Fokkers made its first public 
appearence a few years ago but that 
funny little idea to take the piss came 

about in 1992 at the Worri Yallock club   
in the Yarra Valley. 

Arrangements on the day to produce 
a front cover shot of the late Frank 
Curzons Fokker E111 were unknown 
to the old bloke who told me off for 

flying so close to Frank’s model. 
Perhaps he was saving the battery in 
his hearing aid when we announced it. 
At least he waited until I landed my 
Graupner Heim .60 powered chopper 
and removed the 35mm slide film.
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The second edition of RCM News 
is one of my favourites because it 
reported on the biggest aeromodelling 
events held in Australia. The 1991 FAI 
World Aerobatic, Pylon and Helicopter 
world championships at Wangarratta 
Victoria. There’s a scanned copy  of 
that article i the January edition. My 
behind the scenes contribution was 
selling advertising space in the official 
program. That was easy. No importer 
was game not to be in it. The editorial 
from that 1991 edition is an interesting 
read too. Shows what’s possible when 
the aeromodelling community works 
together.  

Unlike three other big inspirational 
events I’ve attended. Small thinking 
bloody mindedness eventually got 
the better of  Adelaide Golden Era 
Air Races. That took years to kill off. 
Grand Southern Cross Rally and Sth 
Pacific Scale Masters were quicker. 
The pin was pulled after the first one.  

I’ve plugged away for years with 
the air racing. Motivation was two 
fold. It was the best spectacle to get 
a crowd along. Compared to sub-
jectively judged aerobatic and scale 
disciplines, scale racing is great fun to 
compete. Not a huge amount of effort 
and expense required either.   

Overseas Trip
My last jaunt overseas was the 2016 
bum numbing flight to Sweden. 
Occasion was the FAI F4C Scale World 
Championships. The short version 
is Dad’s Panther crashed six weeks 
before the event and he knocked up a 
Fokker E111. The jet was powered by 
Dad’s home built GT200 gas turbine. 

Eindekker engine was the ubiquitous 
OS FT 160 Gemini.   

A little bit a little housekeeping 
first, before I left on my next jaunt 
across the waves.

   NATIONAL AIR RACES 
(Espisode 1)

I re-purposed this apt event name 
created decades ago by Joe McGuffin, 
ex Aeromodellers NSW President. I felt 
that name would be in keeping with the 
view ex MAAA Secretary Ivan Chislett 
expressed at a recent PDARCS AGM. 
My  application to use “Australia’s best 
club” for air racing would be unlikely to 
be noted as Correspondence Received 
and published in the minutes in the club 
newsletter. Which struggles for content. 

Just like the majority of model clubs 
around the country. I’m seen as a trouble 
maker by some and with recent changes 
on committee I had another crack at it. 
To support my application, I decided 
to start contributing with articles for 
the newsletter. Testing the waters. That 
started late last year. Along with a small 
sponsorship offer for the PDARCS 
Scratch and Kit Built Rally. 

Sponsorship similar to one ac-
cepted at Shepparton Mammoth Scale. 
The Kit Built offer was declined 
because “the focus of the event is to 
promote the building of models and 
the flying aspect is very limited focus.” 
Sent same sent to the scale people. 
That was referred to committee. Never 
heard back.  

Folding wing Panther powered by Dad’s home built GT200 gas turbine

Ready for static judging at the FAI F4C World Champs
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speedweekend.melbourne

From the 1970s through mid 1980s. 
Most model aircraft clubs in Mel-
bourne held annual RC airshows. 
Proceeds from gate takings were of-
ten split between a local charity and 
funding improvements at the field. 
This does not happen now. Short five 
minute demonstrations of a multitude 
of disciplines, all in one day, ties in 
with VMAA’s sporting club emphasis. 

Celebrating model aircraft competition flying, then and now

FAI F4C Scale FAI F3J Gliding FAI F3D Racing

FAI F3A Aerobatics FAI F3C Helicopter FAI F5B

Helis then and nowJets

Old Timer Scale Glider TowsClassic Pattern Free Flight Control Line

Musical PlanesDrones

Scale Air Race

IMAC

To P&DARCS Committee I sent the  following 
proposal..............................    
“Before I proceed any further I request this concept be put 
on the agenda for the next committee meeting. Issues such 
as crowd control etc will be answered but in the meantime 
there should enough information on the website for com-
mittee members to consider making the date available. 
Subject to all the above. If the date can be confirmed I will 
then apply formally when the new SIG form is available. 
Naturally that process will be subject to meeting the usual 
criteria. Which has all been done before.
     For the next three years I would like to conduct an 
annual two day event competition / display event at Burley 
Field. Date would be the first weekend after King’s Birth-
day starting June 13-14-2026.

Operating from the main runway will be Large Scale 
Air Races with demonstrations of various competition cat-
egories in the breaks between rounds. One of the alternate 
runways will be used to conduct a series of club style fun 
flying tasks with 3S electric powered sub 2kg foam sport 
models. The idea is to inspire Bronze and Silver Wings 
credentialled flyers to consider going for Gold Wings and 
clubs to conduct simple fun comps. 

    A special interest Not for Profit club has been 
organised and ready to lodge with ASIC to affiliate with 
VMAA. This event will be inviting spectators and charging 
a fee at the gate. Gate takings will be spit 50-50 with half 
going back into the event. The other half going to Royal 
Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal. Presenting the 
cheque by flying a large radio controlled paper plane, 

styled after the club logo is one PR idea.
As far as competition display flights goes my intention is to 
invite credentialled PADARCS members in the first instance. 
High performance air racing categories above 7kg will be 
by invitation whereas F2 and Texan (under 7kg) is open for 
Gold Wings rated MAAA affiliate members. Australian Air 
League will provide manpower Airside.

Asking club members to assist running the event is not 
required. The idea is they can come along, sit back and 
enjoy the spectacle.  

 To ensure the club gets some financial gain, we would 
like to pay $500 per day for the two days for the use of the 
field.

Our website has further information. Please note the 
Google search engine feature has been disabled to keep 
it hidden. At this stage it has had no views and unlikely to 
until we start promoting.  
https://www speedweekend.melbourne

On a personal level, DARCS and later PDARCS com-
petitions were a big part of my early flying experiences 
with my father. Part of that rich history is iconic racing 
events such as the 100 lap pylon and NEC three hour 
enduro. Using RCM News magazine, to promote events 
I have conducted at Yarra Valley in 1997, Cobram 2011 
and 2012 and Sandown,  were big picture events to sup-
port the Australian Hobby Trade I grew up as part of. 

This event is supported by the Australian Agents for 
Futaba and JR and invitations will be sent to others. It is 
not intended, nor will it, be seen as a Futaba Pro Shop 
promotion.”  Stephen J Green. Aus 5932.

Sent that off then went on a short holiday.   
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    2025 Overseas Trip
No bum numbing seat for twenty hours, this time I had 
a bed. Passport not required. I got to experience high 
speed grand touring on brilliant roads through absolutely 
fabulous scenery, with five aeroplane minded people on 
a range of different bikes. The condition of those roads 
compared to what we have to put up with in Victoria is 
what made all of us quite angry. Yep, the ideal motorcycle 
for safe grand touring Victoria’s roads is an adventure 
bike. Large wheels and long travel suspension. 

Never been on a ship before so I went over the day 
before just in case motion sickness laid me up. Got off the 
ship 7.00 am. It was Halloween Eve and the locals were 

Three locos means a long long train and 
the driver asked if I wanted to cross first 

Six deliveries to do this delivery driver  
missed it by that much 

Giant “Fairy” Penguin would be a tad 
more accurate

Decked out for Halloween

into it. Spooky decorations were on special. A couple of 
items purchased from a Supermarket. Followed by a visit 
to Bunnings for cable ties and a pair of side cutters. The 
rear end of the Kawasaki was decked out. That spur of 
the moment decision was to pay dividends later. 
     Lame arse giant tourist attractions, buzzwords and 
crappy marketing claims are a running joke with mate 
of mine. Funny, interesting or quirky signs is another. A 
quick thirty minute trip to photograph the giant penguin 
cost me five hundred bucks when the bike toppled over 
off the side stand,  whilst photographing the thing. Two 
hundred kilograms, plus thirty luggage? The helmet got 
in the way and dented the tank. I replaced it. Wow! Bell 
helmets and others priced at $150? Priced for locals who 
need two perhaps? Others may disagree but at any rate 
my head is worth more than $150. To me. 

All one needs to do to find out if you have a large 
bunce is visit a motorcycle shop. I learnt thay years ago. 
At $799 the Bell helmet was my first choice. But it was 
too small. They all were. Except for one Nolan at $499. 
The others arrived Saturday morning and we met at the 

My first four cylinder inline
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worst MacDonalds store any of us have ever visited. Shit 
service equally matched by the condition of the toilets. 
How that franchisee has managed to get away with appaling 
cleanliness and service is an idictment on Maccas area 
manager. Assuming it has one. 

We had two days of sensational riding the west coast 
to Hobart. Lots of tight twisty stuff working up the side 
of  mountains and  I got out of the way of the better rid-

Not being able to ride fast enough to gain enough time was beyond my pay skill level.  
Finding a safe vantage point on corners was the preferred excuse for my photos not 

doing the roads justice 

ers. The long sweepers through valleys where you can see 
what’s coming is what I enjoy the most. Departed Hobart 
towards the east coast we had two hours  of rain. Which 
cleared to reveal good roads for motorcycling, albeit not 
as spectacular. By the way, that pic of the jocks? Courtesy 
of the complimentary Tim Tams, that was a gag. 
One of the chaps has an aircraft maintenance business and 

A very shitty experience at 
Devenport Maccas 

Come on guys!
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Cruise control, adjustable windscreen, heated grips, heated seat, heated rear seat, 
adjustable suspension, engine modes, GPS Nav, ABS brakes, traction control, the BMW 

Mother Ship cruises on by 

Great slope soaring site near The Nut

Interesting sign 
placement..... 

Not listed on the tourist 
brochures but just near the 

Nut we spotted this giant 
pair. Poor bugger, we all 

felt his painPossible typo
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we visited his friend’s interesting  collection of kit built 
sport aeroplanes. That gentleman had quite a few  great 
cars and motorcycles too. 

The last day we called into a wonderful car  and  
motorcycle museum in Launceston. Although I’ve 
never owned or ridden one, my favourite bike was the 
Yamaha RZ 500.  Having owned a few Yamaha RZ 350 
two strokes that was a given. I bought my first motor-
bike from my brother Michael. One hundred dollars for 
a Yamaha RD 350-R5. Steering damper, Mars leather 
jacket and water proof Vandremini boots included. hose 
early strokers bring good money now.  Had to buy a 
helmet. Purchasing that Bell Tour Star provided the first 
inkling as to the size of my cranium. 

Favourite car was the big Mercedes salon. Steve Mc-
Queen purchased one after being passed doing 130 mph 

FoxbatSTOL 

Engine will be BMW 

Contractor paid per label?
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Suzuki GSX 750

Yamaha RZ 500

in his Porsche 911. Although I’ve never owned or driven 
one of those big high speed lungers either, I have  experi-
enced a little grand touring in my old 1978 450 SE along 
the Monaro highway from Cooma to Gippsland. The Tas-
sie roads offer so much more. You can forget Victoria’s 
biggest tourist attraction. 

East coast, not as spectacular but
 still good
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Aussie muscle

They raced these?

To experience the thrill of the heavily 
policed and  speed limited Great Ocean 
Road nowadays, no power, no road 
holding, heaps of body roll is the go. 
Very average handling, the ideal car for 
that road is a Vauxhall Viva. 

One thing I did notice was each of 
the pilots did a daily check of the oil 
level. After 3,200 km my twenty four 
year old Kwaka used 250 ml. Second 
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Looks like a Harley, sounds like a Massey 
Furgeson,  the Kawasaki Mean Streak was 
Dave’s ride, Travis - Kawaski Ninja 300, 
Glenn -  Suzuki GSX 600, Scott - Yamaha 
Tracer 900 GT,  Damien - BMW R125RT 

Scored a cabin up front under the bridge  

last day crossing the Derwent out of Hobart is where 
Damo and I lost the others. Courtesy of Google Maps, 
their impromptu off road adventure, rsulted in a flat tyre. 
CO2 canisters and a twelve volt air pump on board, the 
Mother ship came to the rescue when we met up later 
that evening. 

The tyre was replaced the next day. Which was the 
last day.  Actually the only thing that caused any angst 
was the quirky motel owner on that last night. He hated 
Harleys. Turned out an inaverdent slip by Damien and 
myself that one guy was riding one resulted in four beds 
short sheeted. Who’d have thought! 
    The only mechanical problem occurred the next day. 
Just before we exited the freeway the gear level fell off 
the 300cc Kawasaki and it hung off the linkages. That 
Halloween decor turned out to be quite fortuitous. The 
purchase included cable ties and that’s what held the 
lever in place to get back to the boat. And the return trip 
to Melbourne. 

Being my first trip on a ship I listed quite intently to 
the emergency briefing departing Geelong. A mental note 
of what deck the bike was parked further assisted by this 
announcement over the PA. “Would the owner of motor-
bike BK622 please return to your vehicle. It’s blocking 
the exit.” The return was not as eventful. 

A couple of weeks after Tassy I received the answer I 
half expected. My credentials were a problem. Thank 
you to the professional person who had the decency to 

give me a straight answer. At least I did not waste any 
more of my time and money setting up a new club entity. 
The fact my event proposal at “Australia’s best club” 
was turned down, for the third time, was not a problem. 
Copped that on the schnauser. Actually it did me a favour. 
Australia’s best club? Not my word not how I describe 
the place. Not by a long shot. Thought about it overnight 
then cancelled my membership. 

The system of not paying out a share until a new one 
comes along means I will probably be dead before my  
money from the Co-Op comes through. To my knowledge 
the number of people on that list has never been pub-
lished. I’ve heard the number is around fifty. (50x$1400?) 
Take that of the balance sheet! That fact has always made 
me cringe. Amonst other things the air racing event could 
have gone a long way towards paying out shares. 

Yep, you can’t polish a turd. This gold plated trophy 
below goes to those on PDARCS committee who voted 
in the negative. All I know is the decision was not unami-
mous. Paraphrasing the reason given. “In principal the 
idea was okay but dealing with me was not.” Frankly it’s 
just easier to pay the money and hire Sandown. 

Two pilots fitting a Michelin Pilot Sport

Cable ties to the rescue

Hey Old Fokkers, try sending me another “bringing 
the club into disrepute” letter now.  

The biggest event Burley Field has 
seen for decades was the Scale Aero-
batic Nationals. One item that the 
Facilities Manager should have had  
the check list was the septic tank. Not 
emptied. Shit floating everywhere. 
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Thanks to my previous life shooting film from radio 
controlled planes, and helis, I can pass  on a little 
inside knowledge of the suject Melbourne Water 
engineers prefer to call The Product. 

That corporation used to be known as the Board 
of Works. Yep. Your business is their business. 
Now that I am aware my credentials are not suf-
ficient to satisfy  PDARCS, I’ve taken a good look 
at myself, and orginisations that have been happy 
enough to invite me back.

South East Purification Plant - Number 2 turd stirrer - (pic by Aerial Close Ups)
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Pic taken in Royal Park

Client List 
State Electricity Commission
Powercor 
Melbourne Water 
Theiss Contractors
John Holland
Gutteridge Haskins Davey
Henderson & Lodge 
AV Jennings 
Tattersalls
Dutton Garage
Australian Grand Prix Corporation  
Philllip Island Grand Prix Circuit 
Sandown Raceway 
Calder Park Raceway 
Winton Raceway
RT Edgar
Jones Lang Wooton 
Barry Plant Real Estate
Australia Road Research Board 
Crawford Productions

#1 was scratchbuilt

Deep etched here* *Colloquially 
known as Photo Shop. By the 

way, that is not have ever held the 
transmitter

Dad built the wing 
I did the fuselage

SEC Film crew - Tower 67 
documentary

Dartmouth - Mt Beauty High 
Tension Powerline Project The Slug -Dad built the fuselage 

I built the wing

One of the easier approaches
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Blowing off a little steam to deal 
with double standards at this club,  
knocking out a short video was a 
system I developed during COVID 
Leave it visible a day or two for club 
members to watch, park the thing 
and move on. 

The above video is my all time 
favourite. Click the You Tube link if 
you are interested. It’s main achieve-
ment was to highlight that committee 
members should actually listen to the 
membership and do the job they vol-
unteered for. Anyone serving on that 
committee who thinks the content of 
subesquent videos did not reflect a 
good percentage of the membership 
is misguided. Turned out my obser-
vation about the mowing was on the 
money. 

It finally forced the Secretary to 

 NEWS is often referred 
to as a hatchet job by 

someone does not want 
something published

actually publish minutes of the meet-
ing in the newsletter. Not publishing 
a reasonablly crafted set of minutes 
and financials in a timely manner is 
when Ivory Tower comment gathers 
strength. That happened at a national 
level too. Tim Nolan fixed that. Same 
problem also rectified in Victoria by 
Tony Wilson. 

The majority of PDARCS mem-
bers would be unware my father paid 
for this gate. Progress was interupted 
by person or persons unknown and it 
was never completed. A finished ver-
sion can be seen at any farm running 
cattle. One pole each side. Humans 
can pass through. Cattle cannot. No 
keys needed.    

The club did attempt to repay the 
five hundred spent but the response 
was less than courteous. Mum did 

quite a bit of volunteer work and 
Dots Day was meant to raise funds 
for a charity. 

If you are new to the hobby and 
have stumbled across this piecea 
and wondering what this bit is all 
about, please don’t be put off. Join 
a club and learn to fly RC. If flying 
ends up not being your thing, but 
you’ve made friendships and stay on 
as committee to be part of the seen, 
that’s great. Thanks for mowing the 
lawn, licking the stamps, doing the 
website, fixing a gate, balancing the 
books and recording the minutes. 
Just don’t make the mistake of think-
ing your position now makes you an 
expert in model aviation. It does not. 

Best Landing
Encouragement Award

Ian Watts Field

futabaproshop.com.au

Stephen Grteen AUS 5932

There’s a trophy waiting to have your name 
on it. If the recepient can email or txt Name 
and Address details to ...
Gilderslags Flying Circus
email: fly@flyboys.com.au  0418 662 557

Congratulations to Alex 
Butler flying his Dad’s 

Travelair

“Search the parks in all your cities,  
You’ll find no statues of committees”

Taking the piss struck a nerve

https://youtu.be/mtaVP-JhzQc
https://youtu.be/hRf71IGaVHM


15 futabaproshop.com.au

Brian Green

22/27 Jefferson Road

Garfield

3814

7/07/2106

To:

Mr. D. White

Secretary P&DARCS

PO Box 131

MDC Cranbourne

3977

Dear Don,

I have received the letter of June 27th in relation to the proposed public flying display in October 

promoted as Dot's Day. This letter arrived on Monday July 4th which made it impossible to bring the 

matter up at the last club meeting. The previous club committee meeting was held on June 23rd. 

When our family raised the subject of fund raising for the Cancer Council of Victoria, one option I 

put forward was using my organisational skills to organise and promote a public flying display. As 

an example, both my Daughter and Grand Daughter are participating in the Kokoda walk to raise 

funds for the Cancer Council. The Facebook address for donations is: Kokoda For Our Loved Ones. 

In regard to a public display, several suitable locations were available, but my suggestion was to 

hold the event at the P&DARCS flying field. There where several reasons for this:

I am a long time member of the club and are aware of the facilities available for such an 

event.

Many local councils are drafting by-laws to prohibit the flying of 'Drones' within their 

boundaries. While some may argue that we do not fly drones and all flying is done on 

private property, such laws would not apply to our activities. I suggest that is a gamble. 

However by using our facilities to raise money for the charity, Cancer Council of Victoria, 

would enable us to claim we are a responsible organisation and as such may enable us to 

avoid the consequences of any such by-laws. 

It is patently obvious that the flying activity at our field is in serious decline. One only has to 

check the on-field cameras to be aware of this. I suggested to the committee that a club stand 

at this display may result in attracting new members. There is no mention of this in the letter 

of 27th June.

I also suggested that the club could supply food and drink at the event, for example a 

sausage sizzle. The proceeds of this would be kept by the the club. The committee's email 

response was and I quote. 

“The Committee have  to decline the offer to run the catering as we do not have anyone available 
who can do this.” 
I find this fascinating. From a club with a membership of 150+ the committee is unable to 

provide sufficient members to undertake this task. And I cannot recall if this request was put 

to a general club meeting asking for volunteers.

At the club meeting of June 4th I stated that, other than members who volunteered to assist in 

holding the event, other persons would be charged the admittance fee. There was no 

Hatchet Job
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dissent from those members present at this meeting. Clause six of the letter from P&DARCS 

disputes this by insisting that club members are not required to pay but may offer a donation. 

Proving that spectators are financial members of the P&DARCS complicates the entry 

procedure and as such cannot be agreed to.

It is now more that two months since the general club meeting agreed to my proposal for this 

display and I have not yet received the two forms that are required to be signed by the 

committee. This delay makes it extremely difficult to organise the extensive promotional 

activity necessary to make the event a success.

Over the last two months, I have received considerable verbal support from club members, it 

would appear that the committee does not represent the view of those members.

Over the decades I have been involved in committees at many levels, Club, State, National and 

International and as a result of that experience I generally classify members of committees into 

three groups. Those who say, “why don't we do this.” Most say, “great idea let's do it.” The final 

group is the Butters. “But, but, but!” Unfortunately on the P&DARCS committee they seem to have 

the loudest voice.

In consideration of all of the above I have decided not to proceed with organising the public display, 

Dot's Day at the P&DARCS club field. 

Regards

Brian Green

Big Events
Dad was the current Australian F3A  
Aerobatic Champ when he competed in 
the 1971 FAI Worlds in USA. He placed 
43rd. On his return locals asked what 
went wrong. “ Nothing. Just not good 

enough.” And he set about raising the 
standard. In 1973 Australia fielded its 
first three man team. 

In I991 Australia got to hold the 
event in rural Victoria.  Dad was at 
the helm. My contribution was sell-
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ing advertising space for the program. That was shit easy. 
No importer was game not to be in it.     

My second crack at building a big rural event was in 
2011 and judged its success in a couple of ways. Number 
of entries and the amount of money it raised for the club. 
“Leave me alone to organise and run the thing and it will 
make ten grand for the club.” That was the hand shake 
deal when I quoted the outcome, up front, with the Club 
President Bryan Harper. It netted seven grand. Repeated 
in 2012 it made the ten. Bryan and I did that event togeth-
er. Committee of two.  

In 2011 the two day scale air race meeting 
paid for the concrete. The 2012 event paid 
for the shade structure. And a fridge etc

Airshows at Caulfield and Sandown

Dutton Airshow 2000 - How dare I organise 
 a display without going through VMAA

My first go was in the Moffat versus Brock days. Dad, my 
brother Michael and I used to go the Hang Ten Sandown 
500 and ponder the possibility of an RC airshow. The 
Dutton Airshows in 1999 and 2000 got right up the 
nose of a few at VMAA. Guess where a couple ended 
up? Pilots invited were told they would not be insured. 
Showing each a copy of my public liability fixed that. 

Sandown 2015 was another go at that long held 
ambition to hold a big city aeromodelling event. I 
organised it pretty much all by myself. In dollar terms 
it wasn’t a success. It cleaned me out but over time I 
hoped to get my investment back. Two highlights for 

Australia Post Print Publication PP100009283

Hemple 50% Pitts Special
Jet Eagle 40% Vampire
Multiplex 100% the Rockstar
Multiplex Acromaster

Dangling the Dunlops

Issue 135 Jan Feb 2016

Radio Control Model News     $9.95
Aircraft Heli Multirotor RPA Airshows Building Buying Flying

FLIGHT SCHOOL

See us at Sandown F1 Jan 31st

RCM NewsRCM News

 3000 run ons of the 32 page full colour 
spread in my favoutie edtion were 

given  out as programs to the public at 
Sandown. $2000 F1 Air Race prize money 

sponsorship by Betta Electrical  Repeated by MAAA the following year
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me. Filling the exhibition area entirely with models was 
gratifying. Five time FAI F3D World Champion Chris 
Callow’s 36,000 rpm 350 kph racer screaming down 
the main straight. What a hoot. That first run past the 
exhibtion area under the grandstand cleared the room in 
seconds. Folks ran outside  to see what the heck it was. 
Traders in the middle of a sale actually complaned to me 
about it. 

MAAA conducted it the following year. The Betta 
Electrical F1 Air Race final was upgraded to five planes. 
I would have loved to compete in that. Former president 
Mike Tonks presenting Chris Callow’s life time achieve-
ment award was another highlight. Getting a young boy 
and girl to have their first RC flight in front of people was 
too. Never did find out if the family who won the ready 
to fly trainer ever flew it. Promoting aeromodelling by 
presenting professional flying and inspire people to visit 
a  VMAA registered club field was the whole point of the 
event.  

Membership turnover at club, state and National level 
has consistently been around 20%. The median age at 
MAAA is now 65. People at VMAA have consistently 
based what could go wrong at my public display efforts, 
by their own flying abilities. Fortunately some new people 
have volunteered at state level. Thank you. Re-gurgitating 
this is partly theraputic. Perhaps it may make a difference 
to the next generation. Wishful thinking.

Like Cobram I had planned to hand that event and 
Sandown over to someone competent. Then I could just 
fly in it. Didn’t happen.    

Chris and Kevin Callow

Five plane final
Remote Pilot Licence

In 2020 there were 19,270 RePLs in Australia. In 2024  that 
grew to 36,271. In 2020 CASA issues 2121 Remote Operator 
Certificates. ReOCs in 2024 were 2802. I have both. Banning 
commercial ops at club fields further enhances our amatuer 
status within professional aviation. Watching the way Monash 
Uni group operates at the Police Paddocks would be of interest 
to most club members. 

Those interested in flying at least. Not those who just 
talk about it. A good synergy being missed. The amount of  

Pun intended, tanks a lot to Neil Tank, Tim 
Nolan and Carl Bizon for assisting my PR 

efforts at this fantastic venue
 Former VMAA Executives under this 

watch....  Tanks for Nothing
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time and dosh I put into gaining mine, 
I wouldn’t risk doing the wrong thing, 
however, that’s the context of how 
commercial ops have been portrayed. 
Opportunity lost. 

The photo (above right) was a dem-
onstration of professional flying. The 
cartoon below was how I sometimes 
quoted full size pilots for flying les-
sons. Helping someone to fly with non 

Ballarat Airshow 1999

2001 World 500 cc 
Motorcycle Grand Prix 

Phillip Island

Flight planned for Turn 12 Phillip Island  

Seventy five dollars per hour or ten bucks per save

compliant gear at a club field and not 
saving the model for that reason would 
be a brave decision. I would never do 
that but I wouldn’t risk that gear in front 
of the public. 

Any normal person will under-
stand the benefit of insurance but 
is radio control flying the only past 
time that uses it as a key selling 
feature? Full size aviation doesn’t. 
Nor does the auto trade. Motocross, 
go-cart, gun clubs don’t either. Just 

my opinion but most people under-
stand what goes up ocassionally 
comes down. Highlighting insurance 
adds to that negative.  Jumping down 
off my soapbox now, this is one of my 
favourite books.
       Olgivy on Advertising 
I don’t read fiction. Nor have I had 
any interest in publishing it. That style 
adequately covered with fancy layouts 
and puff pieces by others. Quote. 
“Research suggests that if you set the 
copy in black text on a white background, 
more people will read it than if you set it 
in white type on a black backround.  
Newspapers, what’s left of them, still 

Middle page 
fold out 

A3 Aerial 
Close Ups 
brochure 

circa 1987

Market research was how he 
made his name
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do that best. Here’s another gem about market research that 
small orginisations might find useful. “If you cannot afford the 
services of professionals, do it yourself. Informal conversations 
with half a dozen houisewives can sometimes help a copywriter 
more than formal surveys in which he does not participate.” 
One more. “In my experience, committees can critisise, but 
they cannot create.” All three I’ve found to be true. 

Doubling the advertising sales in RCM News is how 
I judged that. As for promoting the hobby, that’s just like 
pissing in a dark suit. If summing up decades of attempts 
has come across as a rant, so be it. 

Australia’s Best Club (part 2) 
Hardly. Take the three hour drive to Albury and take a look. 
Cancelling my membership was a Christmas present to 
myself. That place, and that gate, reminds me of a resentful 
undertone towards myself and Dad for years.  

Members would be unaware of the $50 bill I sent the 
club for publising an RCM News cartoon with asking 
permision. Paid good money for those. After it was paid 
I replaced the tatty Hobbyking windsock with the Multi-
plex one. Just in time for the Scale Aero Nationals. That 
Hobby King windsock is a good example of how igno-

rant modellers can be of commercial reality. Requesting 
sponsorship from Aussie business on the one hand then 
promoting overseas firms, with a freeby, on the other. 
I bought that up with president at the time. Who just 
didn’t get it. Didn’t give a toss. Perhaps that attitude has 
changed now his son has a part time model business.   

Putting back into the hobby
 A bit of factual information is one way.  Any club newsletter 
editor is welcome to publish exerps from this edition and 
other Flying Futaba newsletters. Which are available 
from my website.  On condition the website on the footer 
is included, all I ask is you contact me and request the 
relevent pages. They can be sent it back as individual A4 
PDFs. That way you drop each page straight into Microsoft 
Publisher and avoid some of the political piffle I’ve reported 
on occassionally. Subjects such as this. If you publish but 
don’t ask, your club can expect a bill. 

It’s been common knowledge for quite a few years 
that a Greeny’s Meanies idea probably won’t get up at 

The past decade these two models now 
hanging up in Dutton Garage Richmond have 
done more to promote aeromodelling image e 

than nickel and dimers at Burley Field

Hobby King windsock at 
Burley Field On location to shoot a video request to Allan Moffat

Pakenham started going down hill soon 
after Wattsy left for Shepparton

https://youtu.be/pBN8kcdmNQQ
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One last hurrah!

Flying Futaba is published by: Stephen Green

Recommended and maximum cover price is on the front cover. All material and advertisements published in Flying Futaba and  RCM News 
is copyright reserved and cannot be reproduced in any media without the written permission of the publisher.

Flying Futaba is an independent publication. The information and comments contained in this magazine are given in good faith as hon-
est opinion and the comment by the publishing editor does not refer to any specific individual or organization.  It is not intended to give 
offence and should not be relied upon by any person without first seeking further information from a professional source.  Any comment 
deemed offensive should be brought immediately to the attention of the publisher at Flying Futaba so that the offending material may be 
satisfactorily explained or appropriately amended.  
Advertising: It is the responsibility for all advertisers to ensure their advertisements comply with the Trade Practices Act and the terms and 
conditions of the publisher. The publishers can not be held liable for any errors or omissions in advertisements. Submission of any adver-
tising material for publication in this magazine does not guarantee publication of that material.  The Publisher reserves the right to say, 
determine, accept, and/or require modifications to any submission advertising material prior to any publication being allowed.

PDARCS. Presenting an idea during 
general business and having it voted 
in the affirmative or negative is how 
clubs are supposed to work. After 
seeing Dot’s Day given the Chinese 
water torture treament, when a few 
of the old guard began vacating, 
for speedweekend I  decided to go 
through committee first. Just another 
case of the more things change, the 
more they stay the same. 

Aerial Mens Shed 
Over the years that club slowly morphed 
into a hobby farm, with a bumpy bush 
strip. The next few suggestions were 
sent privately to committee a few years 
back. Didn’t hear a peep. Keith Quigg 
has incredible patience dealing with 
those oldies. I don’t know how he does it. 
All the best matey!                      SJG.Beating up Burley Field
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