Futaba’s authorised Australian agent, Brian Simpson,
has transferred his RC Wholesale sole agency agree-
ment to Hobbies Australia. Congratulations.

Brian’s previous RCM News magaizine advertis-
ing account and editorial support provided me with
the latest product. Not once was I ever told how I
should report it. That puts him up there with Carl
Melvey of Dawn Trading fame. Two big players who
never tried it on and understood what a hand shake
deal meant. Hand shake deals and LAME was some-
thing Brian Simpson had in common with my Father
too. Licensed Aircraft Maintenance Engineer. Dad
was airframe, piston engine and gas turbine. Brian
helicopter. For the benefit of those who don’t know,
signing off work not done as per the book could be
subject to Criminal Prosecution. Both Dad and Brian
applied that background to their model aircraft and
business operations.

When I was a teenager and started competing in
aerobatics and pylon, Dad being current F3a Champ,
had the best radio control flying hobby shop in Aus-
tralia. We sold RC flying. Not plastics. No trains, slot
cars, dinky toys or dolls houses.

A few years after Sandown 2015, when I bet
the Australian hobby industry would support me, I
catered specifically for Futaba owners with a wide
range of product in stock here, in Melbourne. Which
could be purchased online, or in person, by appoint-
ment. It was not a drop ship business. It operated
from secure “bricks and mortar style” commercial
premises. The new agents have their own ideas about
only supporting bricks and mortar businesses. Nice
idea but as far as aeroplane and heli segments go,
that sentiment is decades too late. Dad moved Flite-
line Models from its traditional bricks n mortar retail
outlet, on a typical high street address, to a light
industrial location. In 1978.
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Nick Politini, owner of Hearns Hobbies and the Hobbyman,
and David May, owner of Metro Hobbies have recently done
the same. The last two big hobby retailers left in Melbourne.
I met both after Publications and Exhibitions took on the
aeroplanes for its Train and Hobby Expo at Sandown. The
pair have excellent retail outlets yet both paid lip service to
the concept of selling Futaba and getting behind Sandown.
Couldn’t see the value.

David was up front and told me he saw that as contrary to
the Plastics Modelling Expo held at Sandown in June. Yep,
the scale championships. Displays of kits assembled and
painted by a bunch of old fat fokkers. The highest speed by
any plane achieved at that event was the car trip to the venue.
Politini on the other hand entertained the idea. In 2017 he
was happy to have me hang my 220 kph Cassutt racer above
the counter at Hearns Hobbies. Flinders St Melbourne CBD.
Hearn Hobbies F1 Air Race. Had a pretty nice ring to it. The
staff were rapt. Nick, not so happy next year when I asked
a few hundred bucks for air race naming rights. Even less
happy when I refused to sign off as Display Director for the
drone racing. Most of that radio gear was not C Ticked.

Existing Hobbies Australia dealers were being supplied
with Futaba but after three weeks since the change, I would
have thought contacting Futaba dealers would be a pror-
ity. I’ve heard nothing. I could be wrong, but, gut feeling is
that “Victoria’s largest Futaba Air stockist” operating from
a large retail storage and business hub, will have a problem
opening a trading account. Not a problem. I’ve done my
time. Changing of the guard also represents a change for
me. [’ve decided not to bother with the RC hobby business
anymore. Remaining surface product and air radios are being
cleared out. The rest of my investment in bits n pieces has
been stored. I have all the Futaba gear I need for personal use
and commercial RC flying.

Futaba is good business. Virtually no promotion it started
paying its way. All I did was stock the brand. Advertising
in Wingspan may be free, thank you, but MAAA policy of
not making it available on the website misses this point. Get
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one new young bloke in and he usually brings two or thee
mates. I’ve tried numerous times to subscribe to Wingspan
and I never get it. Ditto for banner ads. Tried getting on their
too. OMP seems to have that tied up. Perhaps the new people
might have more success wit the world leading brand.

The only traditional model plane specialist left I can
recommend for Futaba expertise is Model Sports in Woo-
longong NSW. Dave McFarlane is a highly qualified F3a
and IMAC competitor. Known the McFarlanes since I was a
teenager.

BIG EVENTS
Festival of Aeromodelling is now the biggest event in the
country. In some ways I liken it to an old fashioned MAAA
nationals where one gets to see a wide range of aeromodel-
ling pursuits. Not a competition though. Victoria had its
chance. Promoting the hobby at Sandown was my long term
vision/ dream if you will.

Neil Tank warned me about VMAA. He was right. It
chickened out on the ten grand spend. My plan was to find
someone and hand it over to someone qualified to run the
event. That would free up my time, because I never quite got
the chance to create the sixty second commercial needed to
knock on doors and attract an overall sponsor.

Keith Quigg put his hand up to take on the event. No-
vember is the deadline to commit to the rent for the race-
track. Unfortunately we both ran headlong into dealing with
VMAA president Reeve Marsh. Keith went first. Deadline
approaching, no actual answers forthcoming. Keith bailed
out. Good decision. I suffered the same all talk no action and
came to the same conclusion. Not at VMAA meetings. No
this was at Train and Hobby Show meetings.

Just before Easter I learnt that a Melbourne based club
member has been offering to print RCM and/or C Tick labels
for members. RC Wholesale spends a considerable sum of
money to have those labels applied at the Futaba factory. In
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the event of a large insurance claim, transmitter serial
numbers will expose that fraud. MAAA published
in Wingspan that Affilliate Members might cause
problem with insurance coverage with non compli-
ant radio gear. How I dealt with that was published
in the rules, on one page, at the speedweekend.
melbourne website. Club presidents would be well
advised to seek independent legal as to potential
liability of commitee members. That touchy subect
was covered in my March and February newsletters,
but it would not sit well with me not to mention it,
one more time. Things change. The new awesome is
not the awesome I grew up with. Air racing still has
unrealised potential, but to watch it dwindle away to
the present scene has been really hard. I’ve finally
convinced myself to park my racing planes and do
something else.

Dealing with amatuer model clubs a constant
impediment. Everyone’s an expert, except [ don’t
see them putting up meaningful dollars. The Monty
Tyrrell at PDARCS is a fund raiser for the next F4C
scale team. For minimal outlay the scale air styled
event would shit twenty grand.in. I trial closed that
SIG with a $1,000 offer. Wrong type of scale I guess.
Perhaps it’s my surname. That old chestnut.

Whether it be public display or specialist competi-
tions, meaningful sponsorship from the RC industry
left the building a few years ago. Old fashioned print
magazine advertising is what got Cobram and Sand-
own off the ground.

Should there be a younger person or two think-
ing to have a go, and not wish to go cap in hand for a
paltry amount of VMAA/MAAA money, the events
page at www.rcmnews.com has a very brief summary
of what it’s like building big events in Victoria. Not
bitter and twisted, yet again just reporting the more
things change the more they stay the same.

Cassutts rule! S J Green. Old Fokker Aus 5932.
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